always talk about the weather — do it this time as we have lots of
good photographs to display” - so here goes! We have had some
exceptionally severe weather and quite a lot of accidents with cars
and people falling or slipping on the ice. | am surprised that no
longer do vehicles have snow chains. | was brought up in the North
East and immediately the snow settled out came the snow chains
yet we hear that the ambulances and other public service vehicles
in some areas were unable to operate. Fortunately in Great
Bowden the buses kept running more or less on time. It was a very
brave effort as one of the routes is the circular route around Foxton
and Fleckney. We were so fortunate that both our shops kept open
and essential supplies were always on hand. Phil and Ila came to
the shop from Leicester on some very strange routes with the van
well weighted down at the back but always made it to the shop.
Well done to everyone concerned in both businesses.

As ever in Great Bowden as soon as the snow settled out came
the sledges and young and old headed for the “hilly fields”. How
exciting for the young and newcomers to the village. Gone are the
days when dear old Sid East, the retired headmaster, used to take
the schoolchildren and his massive toboggan up to the hilly fields
and the children used to pile on, sitting on each other’'s knees and
down the hill they went with so much hilarity and happiness. Of

we won due to sheer volume of local support
amidst dark warnings from the HDC that the tax
payers would have to pay for the rubbish to be
taken to Desborough. Tough! It was worth it. The
Borrow Pit is now being conserved and much
work has been done with the aid of Leics. &
Rutland Wildlife Trust and a willing group of
villagers. We are even having a new pond
created. Out of all this hue and cry the Great
Bowden Conservation Society was formed to
prevent any such further plans being considered
for the village. The Society was disbanded when
the village was eventually given its own Parish
cont'd on page 3

GARDEN DIGS

Urgently Wanted — Volunteer

gardens!
(See more on page 5)
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