19 July 2008

Great Bowden Cemetery Flooding Chronological Record.

From March 2007 to Date 19 July 2008.

1.
Meeting at Cemetery 21st March 2007 requested by John Hunt.

Alf Herbert prepared a map and took along photos taken of the flood 2001

Present John Parrot, Stewart Coe, H.D.C. officers, also met the Mr. Jeremy

Greville-Heygate.

2. 
30th May flooding extended through June and July inclusive Alf Herbert

circulated Matthew Bills H.D.C. John Hunt with photos and letter 1st June.

3. 
19th June letter received from H.D.C. Adrian Vaughan H.D.C. promising inspection of culvert and had contacted environmental health re possible risk of water pollution.

4. 
25th September the hail storm. 1st October report to Clive Howe with photo shots of storm water pouring in off the Dingley road. All parties informed with copies.

5. 
13th November the Gunnsbrook report and also further thoughts relating to the general poor condition within the cemetery.

6. 
19th November flooded yet again.

7. 
22nd November Parish council meeting “ Topic Cemetery” memtioned.

7a.
 Visit made to cemetery by Clive Howe L.C.C. Highways, Jeremy Greville- Heygate, Alf Herbert and Tim Banks prior to council meeting.

8. Compass Group chairman David French and Alf Herbert, observed the

Gunnsbrook Gusher 12th December, all parties circulated 14th December

9. 
18th December Alistair Swatridge District Councillor along with Alf Herbert, visited the gusher and all other aspects.

10. 
3rd January 2008 Alistair Swatridge John Hunt and Alf Herbert to meet re The Way Forward, also re the £151. 00 raised by the villagers over Christmas for the cemetery work

11. 
22nd February 08. 10 am. Meeting with Matthew Bills. Re Ivy Cut

Voluntary Working Party.

12. 
9th. March 08. Ivy Cut Working Party G. B. Cemetery, a lot done.

13. 
16th. March 08. Flood Again. The Heygate Field, in high water. Result the wall fracture a long low crack water squirting through into the cemetery from the field. Measured from datum point indicated 10” higher in field than the cemetery side.All parties informed including pictures.

14. 
17th April 08 re, Camera survey of The Gunnsbrook Culvert.

Attending Caroline Averill, Alf. Herbert, John Coombs, Harborough

Drainage operatives. Result drain required further jetting before camera work

could commence but not that day.

15. 
11th May 08 Ivy Cut Work 1st. Stage completed, ie, final piles of cuttings carted to waste ground. Cemetery clear.

16. 
13th May 08 Flood Alert Memo Was circulated to all concerned.

17. 
15th may 08 Conclusion after the pipe jetting to the Culvert which passes from the cemetery corner under the field, then under Dingley road under that field via the cattle drinker, under the relief river bed before discharging into the River Welland.

The 12” bore pipe has now been assessed to be without collars ie, butt jointed

as in land drains, has shifted with time and likely is fractured for

quite a lot of its length.

These observations have arisen since the water jetting did remove large

amounts of silt that had collected along the disrupted sections of the pipe. As

now low water scrambles through.

Efficient drainage of the watercourse is meriting the probable renewal or the

fitting of a complete new system. The situation is now under a full review, we

are waiting for conclusions from the parties involved for the work to commence.

18. 
Work commenced on Friday 27thJune in the field on the new pipe for

drainage. The excavation is approx 3m deep, revealing that 2 more pipes join

the main one. But early days yet.

19. 
Dead yew trees felled (June) pictures show before and after.

Notes. Of the personal observations made by Alf Herbert.

Great Bowden Compass Group member.
20.
July 2008 1st. week the new pipe is under the field, depth was nearly 3m. to the old one, a lot of earth to move and put back again. Also the culvert head was cleared, also  a section of the water course.

In the cemetery the untidy spoil heap in the bottom left hand corner was graded out, looks much better now. 

21.
July 14th. Work started in Dingley Road on the blocked road drain at the entrance gates, progress is very good. A new pipe from the field ditch along the front of the wall across the access, then a raised edging allowing at time of storm, water to bypass the entrance instead of flowing unchecked into the burial area as previously, by all accounts the disruption at the gates will not be for to long.

An added bonus the stop cock controlling the water feed to the cattle trough was unearthed between the footpath and the wall just left of the gateway, we may even get more pressure through to the cemetery tap with luck.

